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Re: IBEW COPE :

Amended Year End Report {12/01/01-12/31/01)

. ., E:|’:’I . - i . .l‘rl-:'-ti |:'_ .

DEE.I‘ !'U[B Mannmg.. - L

[ B

-

: I repregent the International: Brotherhoed, of Electrical Workers Committee
on Political Educatien (“[BEW COPE"). I am writing in rezponge to your recent
andated letter stating-that IBEW COPE's amended year-end report “disclosed a
category of financial activity that has heen reflected an the wrong line” As 1
understand it, your contention ig that the payment from IBEW COPE to AFL-CIO
COFE PCC should be listed on line 22 as s tranefer between nffiliated political
committess, rather than on line 23 as a contribution to another political committee.

— - I—must-respectftﬂlyadisagree-l:hat-L'BEW-EDEE-ﬂd--ﬁFL—CID COPE PCE-are- -

offiiiated committess. As you know, the Commisslon’s Campaigh Guide for

Corporations and Labor Organizations states, “If a unicn belongs to 2 natienal or

international federation of labor orgemzations, the SSF of the member union is not

automatically effiliated with the S3F of the federation and the 88Fs of the other
member unions." While two committees established, financed, maintzined or
controlled by the same organizetion conld be degmed affiliated, IBEW COPE and

AY¥L-CIO COFE ¥CC operate ndependently and are not” eatablished, fnanced,

maintained.or controlled by the same crganization. T

-'-"l. 1

At your snggestion, 1 have carefully reviewed the (General Counsel’s Boport in

MUR 1605. In thet MUR the General Counsel refected the argument that the facts
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alleged in the complaint showed that IBEW COPE and AFL-CIO COPE PCC were

affillated. [ would be happy to review any other authority, but it does sppear that
the Commission has not heretofore held that the political committee of the AFL-CIC
is affiliated with the political committees of AFL-CIO member unions. Accordingly,

IBEW COPE will net be filing s second amended year-2nd report.
Sincerely,

_. - Sherman, Dunn,-Cohen, Leifer.& Yellig P.C. - —- - - - -
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Robert I}, Kurnick
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